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“Working together to engage, nurture and inspire our learners;
equip them with the tools for life-long learning and a successful future”.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and
Cultural (SMSC) Policy
and how we promote British Values



1. Purpose of this policy 

At Lark Hill Community Primary School, we recognise that the personal development of pupils: 
spiritually, morally, socially and culturally (SMSC), plays a significant part in their ability to learn and 
achieve. We not only actively promote SMSC development of all pupils at our school – they sit at the 
very heart of everything we do. 

We therefore provide pupils with opportunities to explore and develop their own: values and beliefs; 
spiritual awareness; high standards of personal behaviour; a positive, caring attitude towards other 
people; an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and 
richness of the cultures in the United Kingdom and the wider world. By actively promoting these values, 
we will challenge opinions or behaviours in school that are contrary to fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance for those of different 
faiths and beliefs. 

As of November 2014, all schools have a duty to actively promote the fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different 
faiths and beliefs. This policy is informed by the DfE documents: 

 Improving the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development of pupils (Departmental 
advice for independent schools, academies and free schools) November 2013 

 Improving the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development of pupils: 
supplementary information (Departmental advice for independent schools, academies and free 
schools) November 2014 

 Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools (Departmental advice for 
maintained schools) November 2014 

This policy outlines how we nurture and support children's spiritual, moral, cultural and social 
development throughout the school. The policy is not exhaustive but rather gives a flavour of the ways 
in which we support our children to appreciate the world around them and how to be a valuable 
member of their community. 

 

2. Aims 

SMSC education at Lark Hill Community Primary School aims to be thoughtful and wide-ranging 
promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and their physical well-being enables 
them to thrive in a supportive, highly cohesive learning community. 

 

2.1 General Aims 

 To ensure that all children have a voice, that is listened to via the democratic process of our 
School Council  

 To ensure that everyone connected with the school is aware of our aims, values and ethos 
 To ensure a consistent approach to the development of SMSC understanding throughout the 

curriculum and the general life of the school 
 To ensure that a pupil’s education is set within a context that is meaningful and appropriate to 

their age, aptitude and background 
 To ensure that pupils know what is expected of them and why 
 To give each pupil a range of opportunities to reflect upon and discuss their beliefs, feelings 

and responses to personal experience 
 To enable pupils to develop an understanding of their individual and group identify 
 To enable pupils to begin to develop an understanding of their social and cultural environment, 

and an appreciation of the many cultures that enrich our society 
 To give each pupil the opportunity to explore social and moral issues, and develop a sense of 

social and moral responsibility 
 

2.2 Aims of SMSC Development 

In each of the areas of SMSC we have defined the behaviours, attributes and abilities that we aim to 
help to develop within our children. These behaviours, attributes and abilities are: 

 



Spiritual Development 

We see spiritual development as the way children acquire personal beliefs and values, especially on 
questions about religion, whether life has purpose, and basic personal and social behaviour. 

 Sustain their self-esteem in their learning experiences 
 Develop their capacity for critical and independent thought 
 Develop their emotional literacy and enable them to express their feelings and respect and 

value others 
 Experience moments of stillness and reflection 
 Discuss their beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences 
 Form and maintain worthwhile and satisfying relationships 
 Reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life 
 Explore the surrounding world using imagination and creativity 

 

Moral Development 

We regard moral development as the way children acquire an understanding of the difference between 
right and wrong, show concern for others and reflect on the consequences of their actions and the 
actions of others.  

 Recognise the unique value of each individual 
 Listen and respond appropriately to the views of others 
 Gain the confidence to cope with setbacks, learn from mistakes, and understand 
 consequences 
 Take initiative and act responsibly with consideration for others 
 Distinguish between right and wrong and to respect school rules and the law 
 Investigate moral and ethical issues 
 Show respect for the environment 
 Make informed, independent and reasoned judgments 
 Value individual liberty 

 

Social Development 

We believe social development is concerned with the skills and personal qualities necessary for 
individuals to live and function effectively in society. 

 Sustain their self-esteem in their learning experiences  
 Develop their capacity for critical and independent thought  
 Develop their emotional literacy and enable them to express their feelings and respect and 

value others  
 Experience moments of stillness and reflection  
 Discuss their beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences  
 Form and maintain worthwhile and satisfying relationships  
 Reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life  
 Explore the surrounding world using imagination and creativity 

 

Cultural Development 

We believe pupils’ cultural development involves pupils acquiring an understanding of cultural traditions 
and an ability to respond to a variety of aesthetic experiences.  

 Recognise the value and richness of cultural diversity in Britain 
 Participate in cultural opportunities 
 Recognise and develop an understanding of world-wide faiths, traditions and cultures and their 

contribution to our society 
 Understand, accept, respect, be tolerant of and celebrate diversity and know that it should not 

be the cause of any prejudice or discrimination 
 Develop an understanding of their social and cultural environment 

 

 

 



3. How will we do this? 

3.1 Teaching and Organisation 

SMSC development and the promotion of British Values are addressed both through the curriculum and 
through wider school events, such as; 

 The overall positive ethos and values of the school 
 Discrete, age appropriate lessons which focus on aspects of SMSC 
 Opportunities in the curriculum and especially our curriculum for RE and Jigsaw PSHE 
 Assemblies 
 Responsibilities undertaken by the children e.g. classroom monitors, school council 

representatives, sport leaders 
 Opportunities for children to engage in decision-making opportunities and to feel that they have 

a voice, which is listened to e.g. school elections, sports leaders 
 Whole school initiatives such as participation in activities for Anti-Bullying Week or raising 

money for a specific charity 
 Adults as role models, high expectations of staff behaviour 
 Celebration Assemblies and reward systems 
 Reinforcements of pupil behaviour around school, setting high expectations for manners, 

respect for school property etc.  
 Clearly defined school rules regarding behaviour 
 Opportunity to work with representatives of different faith communities, other cultures or from 

different countries 
 Opportunity to take part in cultural visits including those to places of National importance 
 Participation in events of national importance e.g. Remembrance Day activities, celebrations for 

the Queen’s Jubilee 
 Engaging in extra-curricular activities including those run directly by the children e.g. sports 

leaders. 
 Use of teaching resources from a wide variety of sources to help pupils understand a range of 

faiths, and cultures. 

This list is not exhaustive but is included to reflect on the range of ways in which SMSC is addressed 
throughout the school. 

We recognise that development in SMSC will also take place in RE, Art, Music, PE, PSHE and across 
all curriculum areas, within activities that encourage pupils to recognise the spiritual dimension of their 
learning, reflect on the significance of what they are learning, and to recognise any challenges that 
there may be to their own attitude and lifestyle. 

All curriculum areas should seek illustrations and examples drawn from as wide a range of cultural 
contexts as possible. 

 

3.2 Links with the Wider Community 

 Visitors are welcomed into school 
 Links with religious communities in our local area are sought. We use local places of worship 

for our curriculum work 
 The development of a strong home-school link is regarded as very important, enabling parents 

and teachers to work in an effective partnership to support the pupil 
 Pupils will be taught to appreciate their local environment and to develop a sense of 

responsibility to it 
 Through extra-curricular opportunities 
 Through links with our local Secondary Schools 

 

3.3 Promotion of British Values  

The promotion of British values is an important part of our school ethos and is used as a means to 
develop the children’s understanding in the following areas: 

 an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic 
process; 



 an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is essential for 
their wellbeing and safety; 

 an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) 
should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory 
behaviour; and 

 an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination 

Appendix 1 shows an overview of current opportunities in school that promote fundamental British 
Values. This list is not exhaustive but demonstrates the range of activities, events and systems within 
school that link with British Values.  

 

3.4 Monitoring and Evaluating SMSC Development  

As a school, we are beginning to use SMSC GridMaker to capture evidence of lessons, assemblies and 
opportunities for SMSC development. This allow us to ensure a broad curriculum for SMSC 
development is offered to all pupils and track the promotion of British Values.  

 

4. Jigsaw PSHE 

At Lark Hill, we teach PSHE through the Jigsaw 3-11 Programme. Jigsaw have produced mapping 
documents which evidence how SMSC development (Appendix 2) and the promotion of British Values 
are covered in Jigsaw PSHE lessons (Appendix 3). 

 

5. Policy Review  

The SMSC Policy will be reviewed every two years by Governors.  

 

The planning and coordination of SMSC are the responsibility of the Head of School and RE/SMSC 
subject leader Leanne Till, who also: 

 Supports staff in their teaching, by keeping informed about current developments in the subject, 
and by providing a strategic lead and direction for SMSC; 

 Speaks to the children about different elements of SMSC and uses this to inform future 
planning. 

 

6. Links with other policies 

Other policies that can be read in conjunction with this SMSC policy include: 

 Health and Safety Policy  
 Teaching and Learning Policy  
 PSHE Policy  
 The Staff Handbook  
 SMSC Toolkit 
 Curriculum Maps and Termly Overviews  
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Appendix 1: Overview of school systems, events and opportunities linked to British Values 

 

   Lark Hill Community Primary School  

  British Values 
 

Mutual Respect 

• After school clubs 

• Sports competitions/links with other schools/teams 

• Curriculum – RE/PSHE 

• Assemblies 

• Key weeks – anti bullying/children in need etc 

• Parents forum, coffee morning, workshops 

• Winter festival/Summer fair 

• School policy – behaviour, anti bullying, racism etc 

• Home school agreement 

• Behaviour policy - rights and responsibilities 

Personal Responsibility and Liberty 

• School uniform 

• Reading records/homework 

• Behaviour on trips 

• Walking to swimming/Lowry/BBC 

• Lunch choices/salad bar (EY-Yr 6) 

• Lunch time table monitors 

• Job monitors – office/Early Years 

• Sports leaders 

• Peer coaching in lessons 

• Assemblies 

• Classroom monitors 

• E-Safety 

• After school club choices 

 

Rule Of Law 

• Links with local counsellor 

• Behaviour policy – consistency across school 

• Parental questionnaire/drop in about behaviour 

• Close links with PCSO who visits school regularly 

• Fire safety visit from Fire service – assembly 

• Crucial Crew – year 6 

• Dry swimming sessions 

Democracy 

• School council elections 

• Children write class rules 

• Assemblies 

 

Tolerance of Culture, Faith and Others 

• RE curriculum 

• Assemblies 

• Multi-cultural toys/books/dolls/puppets 

• Exploration through Cornerstones topics 

• Parents forum 

 

  



Appendix 2: Jigsaw PSHE and SMSC mapping grids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Appendix 3: Jigsaw PSHE and British Values mapping grids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 




