
   
 

 

Lark Hill Community Primary School 
Modern Foreign Language  

Intent Document 

Purpose of Study  

The purpose of studying a learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ 

curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its 

speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the 

original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries. 

Aims 

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources  

• Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

• Can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt.  

• Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
 

Intent 

What are we trying to achieve for our children in MFL?  

• Design a curriculum with appropriate subject knowledge, skills and understanding through a ‘balanced and broadly-based curriculum which promotes the spiritual, 
moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and prepares them for the opportunities and responsibilities and experiences for later life.  

• Design, and resource, a programme of work within the MFL curriculum which enables pupils to explore the cultural capital of another country through its language 
and traditions.   

• Create a MFL curriculum where our children are inquisitive and passionate about MFL.  

• Children to develop learning and results in the acquisition of knowledge and skills to access the wider curriculum, enabling children to be enlightened and open to 
other cultures so that they can advance within our multicultural world.  

• Children to develop a deep and meaningful understanding of foreign languages.  

• Children to be able to express their ideas and thoughts confidently through language.  

• Children to ask and respond to questions in another language (written and spoken). 

• Knowledge will be linked throughout various subjects (Maths, English, Drama etc) starting with the basics.  

• Provide practical activities and events so that children can explore the language.  

• Provide reading opportunities so that our children have the chance to be able to decode and comprehend in a different language. 

• Prepare children to be a global citizen now and in their future roles within a global community. 

• Children will know more, remember more and understand more.  
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Implementation 

How is the curriculum delivered? 

• Through steps of progression across year groups 

• Usage of a TRG to observe teaching in other settings 

• By providing high quality CPD  

• Through books looks and observations to ensure that teaching and learning is evidenced 

• Whole class differentiation through questioning and journaling with additional pre/post teaching tasks for individual children 

• Providing opportunities through cross-curricular links 

• Well-resourced and well-planned lessons 

• Monitoring and reflection against subject-specific skills defined in each year of study 
 

Impact 

What difference is the curriculum making? 

• Making substantial progress in one language 

• Children understand the relevance of what they are learning in languages and how it relates to everyday life and travel. 
• High expectations in the quality and presentation of work produced and books to be monitored and evaluated 

• A higher profile of MFL across the Partnership 

• Children develop a thirst and interest for learning other languages  
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Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Years 3 and 4 

Milestone 2 
Years 5 and 6 

 
 
 
Understand and respond to spoken and written 
language from a variety of authentic source 
 
 
 

• To begin to explore the patterns and 
sounds of language through songs and 
rhymes and link the spelling, sound and 
meaning of words. 

• To listen attentively to spoken language 
and begin to show understanding of 
single words and small phrases by joining 
in and responding when items are 
repeated several times. 

• To explore the patterns and sounds of 
language through songs and rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of 
words. 

• To listen attentively to spoken language 
and show understanding by joining in and 
responding 

 

Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Years 3 and 4 

Milestone 2 
Years 5 and 6 

Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and  
spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 
what they want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, and  
continually improving the accuracy of their 
pronunciation and intonation. 

• To engage in conversations with 
support from a spoken model or visual 
clue; ask and answer questions with 
support from a visual clue; express 
simple opinions and respond to those 
of others; seek clarification and help.  • 
To speak in basic sentences, using 
familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic 
language structures.   

• To develop accurate pronunciation and 
intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using 
familiar words and phrases.    

• To present ideas and information orally 
to a range of audiences, starting with 
single words and building up to short 
phrases.    

• To read carefully and show 
understanding of words, phrases and 
simple writing.   

• To broaden their vocabulary 
(particularly common nouns) and 

• To engage in conversations; ask and 
answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek 
clarification and help.   

• To speak in sentences, using familiar 
vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures.   

• To develop accurate pronunciation and 
intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using 
familiar words and phrases.   

• To present ideas and information orally 
to a range of audiences.   

• To read carefully and show 
understanding of words, phrases and 
simple writing.   

• To broaden their vocabulary and 
develop their ability to understand new 
words that are introduced into familiar 
written material, including through 
using a dictionary. 
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develop their ability to understand new 
words that are introduced into familiar 
written material. 

 

 

Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Years 3 and 4 

Milestone 2 
Years 5 and 6 

Can write at varying length, for different  
purposes and audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have learnt  

• To copy then begin to write simple 
words and short phrases from memory, 
and with support adapt these to create 
new sentences, to express ideas clearly.  

• To describe people, places, things and 
actions orally and in writing single 
words and short phrases.   

• To begin to understand basic grammar 
appropriate to the language being 
studied, including (where relevant): 
feminine, masculine and neuter forms 
and the conjugation of high frequency 
verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences; and how 
these differ from or are similar to 
English.   

• To write phrases from memory, and 
adapt these to create new sentences, 
to express ideas clearly.   

• To describe people, places, things and 
actions orally and in writing.   

• To understand basic grammar 
appropriate to the language being 
studied, including (where relevant): 
feminine, masculine and neuter forms 
and the conjugation of high-frequency 
verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences; and how 
these differ from or are similar to 
English.   

 

Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Years 3 and 4 

Milestone 2 
Years 5 and 6 

Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of 
writing in the language studied. 

• To appreciate stories, songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language, joining in by 
making a physical response or showing a 
flashcard and by referring to the text 
when singing. 

• To appreciate stories, songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language. 

 

 

 


